Sumter County Illicit Discharge Detection & Elimination Ordinance

Prohibition of Illegal Discharges

No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged into the municipal storm drain system or
watercourses any materials, including but not limited to pollutants or waters containing any
pollutants that cause or contribute to a violation of applicable water quality standards, other
than storm water.

Where,

“Municipal Storm Drainage System” means a publicly-owned facilities by which storm water is
collected and/or conveyed, including but not limited to any roads or streets, gutters, curbs,
inlets, piped storm drains, pumping facilities, retention and detention basins, natural and
human-made or altered drainage channels, reservoirs, and other drainage structures.

“Pollutant” means anything which causes or contributes to pollution. Pollutants may include,
but are not limited to: paints, varnishes, soaps and solvents; oil and other automotive fluids;
non-hazardous liquid and solid wastes and yard wastes; refuse, rubbish, garbage, litter, or other
discarded or abandoned objects, ordnances, and accumulations, so that same may cause or
contribute to pollution; floatables; pesticides, herbicides, and fertilizers; hazardous substances
and wastes; sewage, fecal coliform and pathogens; dissolved or suspended particulate metals or
other inorganic materials; animal wastes; wastes and residues that result from construction or
building a structure; and noxious or offensive matter of any kind.

“Storm Water” means any surface flow, runoff, and drainage consisting entirely of water from
any form of natural precipitation, and resulting from such precipitation.

Exceptions are:

The commencement, conduct or continuance of any illegal discharge to the storm drain system
is prohibited except as described as follows:

A. The following discharges are exempt from discharge prohibitions established by this
ordinance: water line flushing or other potable water sources, landscape irrigation or lawn
watering, diverted stream flows, rising ground water, ground water infiltration to storm
drains, uncontaminated pumped ground water, foundation or footing drains (not including
active groundwater dewatering systems), crawl space pumps, air conditioning
condensation, springs, non-commercial washing of vehicles, natural riparian habitat or wet-
land flows, swimming pools (if de-chlorinated - typically less than 0.5 PPM chlorine), fire
fighting activities, and any other water source not containing pollutants.

B. Discharges specified in writing by the authorized enforcement agency as being necessary to
protect public health and safety.

C. Dye testing is an allowable discharge, but requires a verbal notification to the authorized
enforcement agency prior to the time of the test.

The prohibition shall not apply to any non-storm water discharge permitted under an NPDES

permit, waiver, or waste discharge order issued to the discharger and administered under the



authority of the Federal Environmental Protection Agency, provided that the discharger is in
full compliance with all requirements of the permit, waiver, or order and other applicable laws
and regulations, and provided that written approval has been granted for any discharge to the
storm drain system.



